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"Cotton was hard on the soil and hard on the people who grew it. King 
Cotton was a tyrant." - Anonymous

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cotton farmers and cotton fields in the 1880s. The southern “plain folk” grew cotton out of necessity after the Civil War. Cotton was a crop grown for profit and these families needed money to rebuild their farms, which had been decimated after the Civil War.



Anderson County, 
South Carolina

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Families from the deep South, particularly from South Carolina and Georgia had been migrating to areas on the fringes of what would come to be known as the Confederacy since before the Civil War. In 1887, the cotton crops of Anderson County and elsewhere had be devastated by “plagues not unlike those of Egypt.”



Who are the “Plain Folk?”

Andrew J. and Mary E. 
Latham

Zachariah Hugh and Esther 
Latham Carwile

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In November of 1887, a group of families and friends boarded a chartered railcar on their way to a new home in Texas. Andrew Jackson Latham and a portion of his family left their home in Anderson County, South Carolina, on this extended journey to Texas. Accompanying the Lathams were Zachariah Carwile and Hester Latham Carwile, the John Schuyler Carwile family, William A. Pruitt, and the Clinkscales. Within a year or two, other family members and friends would join the group in Cass County, located in the Northeast corner of Texas



The Journey West

Westminster, South Carolina, Atlanta, Nashville and Jefferson, Texas

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The railroads relentlessly and breathlessly advertised the glories of Texas after the Civil War. The “robber-baron” Jay Gould had invested plenty in purchasing a railroad from St. Louis to Texas. The blue line is the route taken by the Latham party from South Carolina to Texas by way of Atlanta, Nashville and St. Louis.



The Final 
Destination

New Colony, Cass County, 
Texas

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Latham’s and other families arrived in Jefferson, Texas and founded a settlement in Cass County called “New Colony.” 



Homes and Farmland in 
Texas

The Durhams

The Carwiles

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The families purchased land in Texas, built their “dog trot” homes and began the arduous task of farming cotton.



The Letters

Left to Right: John T. 
and Carrie Latham and 

Anglo S. and Dora 
Latham Hunt

Kate Latham Durham

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Located in Special Collections at the University of Texas at Arlington Libraries are letters written to and received from the Latham, Hunt, and Durham families and their relations in South Carolina and Georgia. Pictured above are John T. and Carrie (Murdock) Latham and Anglo and Dora (Latham) Hunt. These two couples and their families arrived within a year of the first migrants . Below is Kate Latham, the daughter of Andrew. J. and Mary E. Latham. Kate migrated with her parents and later married Oliver Durham, a former neighbor from South Carolina. The Durham family was responsible for bringing the letters to the attention of the Latham’s who donated them to UTA.



Growing Plain Folk Families

J. Oliver and Kate Latham 
Durham and Family

Anglo and Dora Latham Hunt and Family John T. Latham and Family

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Above are photos of Kate and Oliver with two of their four children, The Anglo Hunt family and the John T. Latham family. Oliver Durham, the Hunt’s and the J.T. Lathams arrived after the first migrants in their family.  (This photo of J.T. and family is believed to have been taken at Carrie’s funeral.)



Burial Sites 
of  Zachariah 
H. Carwile 

and Andrew J. 
Latham

New Colony and Linden 
Cemeteries, Cass County, Texas

“Burial Site of Andersonville”, 
Anderson County, South Carolina

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another tie between plain folk families is their military service. Above are the grave markers of Zachariah Carwile and his father-in-law Andrew Latham. Note that both of them served in the Confederate Army. Zack was the first person to be buried at the New Colony Cemetery on land he had donated for New Colony Baptist Church. The picture below is of present-day Anderson County, South Carolina. A large portion of the county is now covered by Hartwell Lake. Andersonville, South Carolina (not to be confused with the infamous Georgia town of the same name) is now underwater. A victim of the fate suffered by many towns in the 1800s, they were bypassed by the railroads. 



21st

Century 
Cass 
County, 
Texas
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Present day New Colony, Cass County, Texas
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